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FAIRFIELD  SWCD OFFERS COLLEGE  SCHOLARSHIP  

The Fairfield SWCD awarded three college scholarships in 2014.  The recipients were Andrew  

McMullen, Bethany Reed and Katerina Sharp.  Andrew is a graduate of Fairfield Union and is  

attending The Ohio State University studying Sustainable Plant Systems (Agronomy).  Bethany  

is a Berne Union graduate and is attending West Virginia University and is studying  

Environmental Engineering.  Katerina is a graduate of Amanda-Clearcreek and is attending  

The Ohio State University studying Agricultural Communications.   
 
In 2015, the Fairfield SWCD will offer one (1) college scholarship of $500 for any  

graduating senior that plans to study Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation,  

Environmental Education, Geology, Biology, and the like.  The scholarship can be used for the pursuit of 

two-year or four-year degree programs as well as certification at a technical college.  Applicants must live 

in Fairfield County and be graduating from a Fairfield County high school or be home-schooled within 

the county. The applicant must have a minimum cumulative grade-point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale at 

the time of application. 
 
Applications for this scholarship can be acquired from high school guidance counselors, the SWCD office 

or through the Fairfield SWCD website at www.fairfieldswcd.org under Education. Along with the 

application, an official high school transcript, 400 word essay and two letters of recommendation are 

required.  One recommendation needs to come from a teacher at the applicantôs school; the other should 

be from a person in the local community. Neither can be a relative of the applicant.   
 
Once the applications are received, they will be reviewed by a three-member  

committee who will contact applicants to schedule an interview. Applicants  

will be required to interview in April to be eligible for the award.  Students  

will be notified of the selection by the end of the school year, and the  

successful applicant must submit a copy of their college acceptance letter to  

the SWCD office. 
 
The scholarship money will be awarded after the applicant successfully 

completes the first semester of college and has maintained a minimum 2.5 

GPA on a 4.0 scale. The student is required to  

show a copy of their college grades before the  

award check will be issued.  The deadline to  

apply is March 31.  Please call the Fairfield  

SWCD office at (740) 653-8154 with questions. 
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SUPERVISOR SWORN IN  DURING   

REGULAR  MEETING  

Tim White (right), elected Fairfield Soil and Water 

Conservation District (SWCD) Supervisor, was 

sworn into office by State Senator Troy Balderson 

prior to the January 8, 2015, regular Board meeting.  

Tim previously served as Board supervisor from 

2003 to 2008. 

FAIRFIELD  SWCD BOARD OF  

SUPERVISORS REORGANIZE  
 
On January 8, 2015, the Fairfield SWCD Board of 

Supervisors selected the following officers for 2015: 
 

Mark Boving - Chair 

John Albert - Vice Chair 

Jim Krile - Secretary 

Mike Wolfe - Treasurer/Fiscal Agent 

Tim White - Member 
 
The regular monthly Board meetings will be held on 

the second Thursday of each month at 5 p.m. at the 

Fairfield County Ag Center.  Anyone is welcome to 

attend the meetings.  Since the time and date of the 

meetings can vary, please contact our office for 

information on any changes to the schedule. 

PREVENTING  FERTILIZER / 

POLLUTION  RUNOFF 
 

The next few months often present a set of 

conditions that makes surface runoff more difficult to 

control.  As the air temperatures warm up, 

precipitation that would normally come down as 

snow instead arrives as rain that will not readily soak 

into the still frozen soil.  Some late winter or early 

spring rain events can be quite severe and put down 

large amounts of water in a very short time. 
 
For the average urban or rural resident, this might 

mean keeping a close eye on the sump pump or 

finding an alternate route when a back road floods 

over.  The agricultural community, however, is 

presented with a whole different set of problems.  

Soil erosion, manure and fertilizer runoff, and 

ponding water in crop fields are just a few issues that 

can arise during this time.  Some effects of water on 

frozen soil are inevitable, but there are ways to help 

prevent soil erosion and fertilizer runoff. 
 
Cover crops, filter strips, waterways and other 

drainage structures are all ways to limit the amount 

of soil lost to heavy rainstorms, and using the 4R 

(Right Source, Right Rate, Right Time, Right Place) 

principles can help reduce the amount of fertilizer 

lost during these same events.  By utilizing these 

BMPs, not only are valuable resources kept in the 

field where they will help production, but this also 

reduces the chances they will end up finding their 

way into a nearby body of water which could lead to 

pollution complaints and/or fish kills. 
 
The fines levied towards the responsible landowner 

for pollution mitigation, coupled with any restitution 

values for aquatic wildlife harmed by runoff, can 

quickly add up.  The Division of Wildlife sets values 

for all fish species as well as many amphibians and 

aquatic invertebrates such as snails, leeches and 

freshwater mussels.  These fines range from $0.07 

for small minnows to well over $100 for large game 

fish and are assessed for each individual found dead 

in the polluted area.  Add the cost of manpower to 

inventory the incident and the dollar figure can 

escalate rapidly. 
 
So as the winter winds down, remembering to adhere 

to the 4R nutrient stewardship guidelines can help 

increase production and reduce the chances of a 

potentially costly pollution event. 

2015 SWCD PHOTO  CONTEST 
 
This yearôs theme isé...unfortunately we 

have not picked a theme yet.  Please 

c h e c k  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www. fa i r f i e l dswcd .o rg f o r  an 

announcement and rules! 



HAVING  DRAINAGE  ISSUES, BUT NOT 

SURE WHERE TO TURN? 
 
Getting to know your soil type is a good place to 

start.  Much of Fairfield County, especially in the 

northern half has hydric soil that requires subsurface 

drainage to lower the groundwater table.  

Agricultural practices manage high groundwater by 

installing tile systems to lower the groundwater table 

and allow farming to take place.  Hydric soils are 

some of the most productive soils because of the 

available moisture capacity, but they can pose a 

problem when saturated conditions occur for 

extended periods.  Without proper drainage or uptake 

by plants, these soils will pond water. 
 
Homeowners located in urban areas with these 

hydric soil types generally have little issue with wet 

foundations or surface ponding because of the vast 

network of subsurface drainage already installed in 

their neighborhood through storm and sewer 

systems.  Rural and single large lot developments do 

not benefit from this but can encounter systematic 

tile drainage left over from old agricultural practices.  

These tiles will typically be orange clay or plastic.  

Old tile systems encountered during excavation need 

proper attention or you risk connecting the 

foundation drain and sump pump to a much larger 

drainage system which can result in sump pump 

overuse or blowouts from connecting to undersized 

tile.  Existing tile should always be rerouted and 

repaired when encountered.  Never connect any 

home septic tiles to an existing tile not installed for 

that use. 
 
The Fairfield SWCD offers drainage assistance to 

area residents, but it is up to the resident to make the 

necessary changes based on the recommendations 

provided.  It is a landownerôs responsibility to pay 

for land improvements on their property.  While 

drainage issues can be caused by a multitude of 

factors, water still flows downhill and collects in low 

areas.  Often these low areas are not apparent to the 

landowner, like groundwater.  Proper surface 

drainage away from structures is needed.  Check 

gutters, downspouts, and grading around a structure 

to ensure runoff is not collecting near the foundation.  

Many times downspout extensions are needed to 

move rooftop runoff a distance away from a structure 

particularly if a basement is included.  Basements 

that are excavated in soils known to have high 

moisture content often need a sump pump.  A sump 

pump can lower the groundwater table around a  

DRAINAGE  SCHOOL  BEING  

HELD  IN  MARCH   
 
The 2015 Overholt Drainage School will be held 

March 16-20 in Defiance County. Several sessions are 

being planned: 1) Subsurface drainage: design, layout 

and installation; benefits and impacts; 2) Drainage 

water management (controlled drainage), design, 

layout and installation, management, benefits; 3) Water 

table management w/subirrigation: design concepts, 

operation and management, benefits; and new this year 

is 4) Drainage water harvesting, water for agriculture. 
 
The Overholt Drainage School is a five-day, intensive 

course and is open to anyone interested in advancing 

their knowledge of basic concepts, principles, and 

skills related to the purpose, design, layout, 

construction, and management of soil and water 

conservation systems, with emphasis on agricultural 

water management and water quality. For more 

information, please contact Larry C. Brown at (614) 

292-3826 or brown.59@osu.edu. 
 
The Overholt Drainage School is sponsored by the 

Overholt Drainage Education and Research Program, 

Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering, OSU 

Extension, OARDC, The Ohio State University in 

cooperation with the USDA-NRCS, USDA-ARS, Soil 

and Water Conservation Districts, Ohio Land 

Improvement Contractors and Associates, and others. 

Excellent drainage workshops are also conducted in 

Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Minnesota, South and North 

Dakota. 
  

foundation and maintain dry conditions below grade 

as long as it is working.  Soils have a natural ability 

to hold water and even hydric soils can be managed 

for development purposes, however as we have all 

seen, extended wet seasons cause a lot more water to 

saturate the ground and an equal amount of effort is 

needed to remove the water.  This will mean sump 

pumps will cycle more frequently and for extended 

periods until the soils have reached the field moisture 

capacity. 
 
Many of the remaining undeveloped areas in 

Fairfield County are sites with these types of 

physical limitations but most of the limitations can 

be overcome with knowledge beforehand and proper 

engineering.  Soils are the foundation on which we 

place one of our largest investments, our homes and 

livelihoods.  Be sure you know the soil type and 

physical properties before investing. 



PLEASE NOTE: All orders are subject to availability.  There is no limit to the number of packets you may 

order; however, payment must be included with your order.  Orders are processed on a first -come, first -served 

basis.  You will receive notice in April as to when the orders may be picked up.  Tentative pick -up date is 

Friday, April 10, 2015.   The Fairfield SWCD will not be liable for any seedlings not picked up within three 

working days of the original pick -up date .  All trees and shrubs are state and federally inspected.  We may 

need to make reasonable substitutions based on availability of certain species.  All trees and shrubs are bare 

root seedlings 4 to 12 inches in height.   Orders must be received by Friday, March 27, 2015.  


