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Fairfield SWCD Board of Supervisors Reorganize
On January 14, 2021, the Fairfield SWCD Board of Supervisors selected the following officers
for 2021: Matt Reese - Chair, Gregg Pontius - Vice-Chair, Wendy LaRue - Secretary, Linda
Claypool - Treasurer/Fiscal Agent and David Ochs - Member.
The regular monthly Board meetings will be held on the second Thursday of each month at 5
p.m. at the Fairfield County Ag Center. Anyone is welcome to attend the meetings. Please
contact our office for information on any changes to the schedule.
Mark Boving (left) served 9 years on
the SWCD Board of Supervisors.
Mark held the positions of Secretary
and Chair during his time on the
board.
Tim White (right) served
12 years on the SWCD
Board of Supervisors. Tim
held the positions of
Secretary, Chair and ViceChair during his time on
the board.
Mark and Tim were given Certificates of
Appreciation for their years of service,
commitment and dedication to the SWCD
office.

David Ochs (left) and Gregg Pontius were
sworn into office as SWCD board
members on January 14 by board member
Matt Reese. David and Gregg join current
board members Matt Reese, Linda
Claypool and Wendy LaRue.

Fairfield SWCD Offers College Scholarships
The Fairfield SWCD will offer two college scholarships of $500 for any
graduating high school seniors that plan to study Agriculture, Natural Resources
Conservation, Environmental Education, Geology, Biology, and the like. The
scholarship can be used for the pursuit of two-year or four-year degree programs as
well as certification at a technical college. Applicants must be residents of
Fairfield County and can be home-schooled. The applicant must have a minimum
cumulative grade-point average of 3.0 on a 4.0
scale at the time of application.
Applications for this scholarship can be obtained
from the SWCD office or through the Fairfield
SWCD website at www.fairfieldswcd.org
under Educational Resources.

www.fairfieldswcd.org

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for grassed waterways has
been reopened under the Farm Bill. Eligible land can be enrolled in CRP;
cropping history requirements are four out of the six years: 2012 to 2017.
Schedule an appointment with Farm Service Agency by calling (740) 4153926 to determine eligibility and/or fill out paperwork stating you are
interested in signing up waterway(s).
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The SWCD office hours
have changed. We are now
open 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

2021 Tree Seedling Sale
PLEASE ORDER EARLY as orders are processed on a first-come, first-served basis. All orders are
subject to availability. There is no limit to the number of packets you may order; however, payment
must be included with your order. Please visit www.lickingswcd.com to place your order online (select
Fairfield as your pickup location). Pick-up date is Friday, April 16, 2021. The Fairfield SWCD will not
be liable for any seedlings not picked up on the original pick-up date.
All trees and shrubs are state and federally inspected. We may need to make reasonable substitutions
based on availability of certain species. Orders must be received by Monday, March 15, 2021.

For more plant information, visit: http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/trees, http://plants.usda.gov/java or search the
web for a specific plant. Watch the Fairfield SWCD website and Facebook page for tree specific blogs.

Carrie Lott

Ag Pro

Walnut Creek Seeds

Winter and Spring Pond Management Tips
Aquatic vegetation will continue to produce oxygen throughout the winter, even under ice, as long as sunlight
can get through. Extended periods of snow-covered ice may lead to oxygen shortages and potential fish kills,
but this can be reduced by safely removing the snow from portions (or all) of the pond’s surface.
• During the winter, the water in the pond will go through a stratification process where the warmer water
collects in a layer on the bottom of the pond with cooler water near the surface. In the spring this stratification
mixes in what’s called a turnover. Rapid turnovers, sometimes called pond “flips,” are often caused by a
heavy, warm rain event and may be detected when the water suddenly turns muddy from sediment being
pulled upward off the pond bottom and suspended. In these cases, a sudden oxygen crash may occur resulting
in a widespread fish kill, with larger fish, and fish species with higher dissolved oxygen requirements most at
risk of suffering losses.
• Submerged vegetation and algae will begin new growth in early spring as water temperatures start climbing
and days become longer. Physical removal of residual filamentous algae can begin as soon as surface ice
melts, and proactive chemical treatment in early spring when water temperatures are 50-60F will help maintain
control throughout the summer. Other aquatic plants can be addressed as they appear. If you have questions on
aquatic plant ID or want guidance on treatment options, please contact Tommy Springer, Fairfield Soil and
Water Conservation District Wildlife Specialist at (740) 415-3905.
•

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and martial or familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington D.C. 20250 or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment
opportunity employer.
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