
February 2023 

Volume 25     Issue 1 

www.fairfieldswcd.org 

Fairfield SWCD Board of Supervisors Reorganize 
 
On January 12, 2023, the Fairfield SWCD Board of Supervisors selected the following 
officers for 2023: Gregg Pontius - Chair, Doug Tenney - Vice-Chair, Amber Hoisington 
- Secretary, David Ochs - Treasurer/Fiscal Agent and Linda Claypool - Member. 
 
The regular monthly Board meetings will be held on the second Thursday of each month 
at 5 p.m. at the Fairfield County Ag Center.  Anyone is welcome to attend the meetings.  
Please contact our office for information on any changes to the schedule. 
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We would like to thank Wendy LaRue for her 
service on our Board of Supervisors. She served on 
our board for two 3-year terms and held positions of 
Secretary and Vice-Chair.   
 
Wendy is  pictured with a Certificate of Appreciation 
from ODA and FSWCD for her service.    

Newly elected board member Amber 
Hoisington was sworn in by Fairfield 
County Commissioner Jeff Fix prior 
to the January 12, 2023, SWCD 
Board meeting.   

She began her 3-year term on 
January 1. We are excited to 
welcome Amber!  

Thanks Wendy! 

Newly Elected Supervisor Sworn In 





PLEASE ORDER EARLY as orders are processed on a first-come, first-served basis. All orders are subject to 
availability. Please visit www.lickingswcd.com to place your order online (select Fairfield as your pickup 
location). The Fairfield SWCD will not be liable for any seedlings not picked up on the original pick-up date. All 
trees and shrubs are state and federally inspected. We may need to make reasonable substitutions based on 
availability of certain species.  



New Foundation Founded 
 
The Bill and Joyce Hague Foundation was founded in 
2021 as a 501c3 nonprofit corporation. The founder, 
Joyce Hague, recognized the importance of protecting 
nature and to that end created the Foundation to 
acquire and restore land. The restoration process 
involves a review of the likely state of the land before 
settlement and initiating processes to return the 
property to as close to that status as practical. This 
usually involves an intensive effort to control 
invasive species and the planting of appropriate trees 
and shrubs. Watershed protection where applicable is 
also a priority.  
 
Educators are encouraged to work with the 
Foundation on outdoor classroom events and long 
term study. The public is welcome to volunteer to 
assist with the restoration process and to participate in 
public events. Send inquires to tmfp@icloud.com. 

SWCD Employee Earns Award 
 
If you've worked with our office, 
you know our Fiscal Coordinator 
Christina Holt. At the Ohio 
Federation of Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts Winter 
Meeting, she was presented the 
2022 Area 5 Employee of the 
Year award. Congratulations to 
Chris, on her well-deserved 
award. 
 
Christina started as Administrative Assistant on April 
8, 1996. Due to her extensive financial duties, her job 
description was appropriately changed to Fiscal 
Coordinator in 2019. During the summer of 2019, she 
became our longest-term employee with 23 years of 
service since our inception in 1943, 79 years ago.  
 
Christina is the backbone of the district and keeps all 
of us in line. She is the first contact for the public 
whether by phone or in person at the office. Thank 
you, Chris, for 27 years of service! 

Educational Opportunities with the 
Master Gardener Volunteers 

 

Join the Fairfield County Master Gardener 
Volunteers at the following educational 
opportunities: 
 

Seed Starting on the Cheap with Keith 
Eichhorn, Master Gardener Volunteer 

Thursday, March 9, 2023, at 2 p.m. 
 

Critter Control in Your Garden with Tommy 
Springer, SWCD Wildlife Specialist 

& 
Spotted Lantern Awareness with Carrie 

Brown, Extension Educator, Agriculture & 
Natural Resources 

Thursday, April 13, 2023, at 2 p.m. 
 

Recycling Yard Waste and More with Keri 
Murphy, Lancaster Fairfield Community 

Action, Litter Prevention Specialist 
Thursday, May 18, 2023, at 2 p.m. 

 
Sessions will be held at the Fairfield Co. Agricultural 
Center, 831 College Avenue, in Lancaster, OH and 
are free of charge. 
 
Call OSU Extension at (740) 653-5419 to register for 
any of these sessions. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
The Fairfield SWCD is currently working 
on details to hold a Drug Collection Event 
on Saturday, April 22, 2023.  Please check 
our website at fairfieldswcd.org at a later 
date for more information. 

The Best Tree for Your Site: 
Selection, Planting and Care 

 
Join Tommy Springer, SWCD Wildlife 
Specialist, and Carrie Brown, OSU 
Extension ANR Educator, for a virtual 
program discussing trees! Learn which 
trees and shrubs included in this year’s 
SWCD tree sale are right for your 
site—whether you have a city lot or 
looking to reforest “the back 40”. 
 
Get tips for planting projects of any size, and learn 
how to take care of your trees once they’re in the 
ground. They will conclude the program with a live 
Q&A so come curious! 
 

Thursday, February 23, 2023 
12 p.m.—1:30 p.m. 

Virtual via Zoom (link provided upon registration) 
 

This program is free of charge, and you can register 
online at go.osu.edu/fctrees or by calling (740) 653-
5419. Contact Carrie Brown at (740) 277-4630 or 
brown.2766@osu.edu for more information. 
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Walnut Creek Seeds 

Carrie Lott 

Ag Pro 

 



The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington D.C. 20250 or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment 
opportunity employer. 
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Fairfield SWCD Offers College Scholarships 
 
The Fairfield SWCD will award up to three $1,000 college scholarships for any graduating high school seniors 
that plan to study Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation, or Environmental Education. The scholarship 
can be used for the pursuit of two-year or four-year degree programs as well as a technical college.  Applicants 
must be residents of Fairfield County and can be home-schooled. The applicant must have a minimum 
cumulative grade-point average (GPA) of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale at the time of application. 
 
Applications for this scholarship can be acquired at the SWCD office or through the Fairfield SWCD website 
at fairfieldswcd.org/educational-services/scholarship. Along with the application, an official high school 
transcript, 400 word essay and two letters of recommendation are required. One recommendation needs to 
come from a teacher at the applicant’s school; the other should be from a person in the local community 
(neither can be a relative). Eligible applicants will be required to interview to be eligible for the scholarship, 
with a decision made by the end of the current school year.  
 
Scholarship funds will be distributed in two payments of $500. The first payment will be issued once the 
recipient submits proof of full-time enrollment for the fall semester. The final payment will be issued after 
successfully completing the first semester of college and the submittal of grades to the SWCD office showing 
the recipient achieving at least a 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale. Checks will be made payable to the student and can 
be used for tuition, room and board, books, or other educational expenses. Deadline to apply is March 31st. 


