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FAIRFIELD SWCD “DRIVE-THRU” VOTING EVENT

This year the Fairfield SWCD is celebrating its 77th year, however, due to COVID-19
we are unable to celebrate in our usual way with an Annual Meeting/Banquet. This year
we will be holding a “Drive-Thru” event which will allow our annual Election of
Supervisors to take place. This event will be held on Thursday, September 10, from
5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Fairfield County Ag Center located at 831 College Avenue in
Lancaster. We have three candidates for two open positions. Our candidates are Jon
Gerken of Carroll, David Ochs and Gregg Pontius, both of Lancaster. Absentee voting
begins on July 29th. More information on each candidate and how you can vote can be
found inside.

2020 SWCD SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Ethan Kaper of Baltimore and Trevor Spence of
Stoutsville were both chosen to be the recipients of
the Fairfield SWCD 2020 annual college
scholarship.

Ethan is a graduate of Liberty Union High School
and will be attending The Ohio State University
where he will be majoring in Agricultural
Engineering.
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Trevor is a graduate of Amanda-Clearcreek High
School and will be attending Hocking College
where he will be studying Forest Management.

Trevor Spence

Congratulations A
Ethan and Trevor! . W
Agri-Center__

www.fairfieldswcd.org

The Fairfield County Fair is
scheduled for October
Please check our website for more
Ethan Kaper information regarding the status
of the AgMazing building.

11-17.



CoOME RAIN OR SHINE

Have you ever experienced the phenomenon of seeing rain falling in the distance but never feeling a drop in
your location? If so, you know how variable precipitation can be! Case in point, through June 4™ to 5™ of this
year some areas of Fairfield County experienced quite the gully washer with 24-hour totals of over 1.5”, while
other portions of the county saw only 0.2”. That’s the difference between needing to water your garden and
having a few minutes of free time!

This variability can make it especially difficult to measure the amount of precipitation ~
entering a particular watershed. Data sources are few when rain gauges are far apart. l
Here at Fairfield SWCD, we know how valuable this localized rainfall information can i’
be to agricultural producers, construction workers, public utilities, emergency g
managers, and even insurance adjusters. As a result, we’ve recently collaborated with -‘l
Fairfield County community members who are hosting designated rain gauges in their
own backyards. These Precipitation Monitors observe and submit rainfall
measurements each morning to an online platform known as CoCoRaHS, where this 1"'
data becomes available to the public.

CoCoRaHS, Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network, is a national_
grassroots, non-profit, community-based group made up of volunteers of all ages and _
backgrounds. These citizen scientists take daily precipitation measurements in their FEsa s m w———

own backyards using low-cost measurement tools, including a 4” diameter high &
capacity rain gauge. Once trained, volunteers report their daily observations to FESete
CoCoRaHS. These rainfall measurements are displayed on maps on the CoCoRaHS s
website. With over 20,000 active contributors across North America, Precipitation
Monitors make a big impact.
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The measurements collected by Precipitation Monitors have many applications that help the public better
understand weather and climate, and the collected data are used by many organizations each and every day.
Examples include:

o The National Weather Service forecast offices use the submitted rainfall measurements to verify (or
negate!) their weather forecasts.

o The National Weather Service River Forecast Centers use CoCoRaHS data to predict river levels and
potential flooding across the country.

e The U.S. Department of Agriculture looks at CoCoRaHS data regularly to assess crop development,
potential drought stress, and possible crop damage and erosion from flooding or from drought.

e The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Hurricane Center uses precipitation
accumulations to analyze the overall impacts of a tropical cyclone event.

On a more local level, CoCoRaHS measurements can be used by farmers and gardeners to
help pinpoint areas most affected by drought and to help guide pest control. Emergency
managers can employ data to identify areas most affected by large rain events. And people
who live along rivers, creeks, and lakes can use upstream precipitation amounts to forecast
areas of potential flooding.

We are currently recruiting Precipitation Monitors in areas of Violet and Liberty Townships
and may expand to other parts of Fairfield County in the future. Interested in learning more?
Visit cocorahs.org or email chrown@fairfieldswcd.org for more information.

OFrFiCE UPDATE

The Fairfield County Ag Center is currently closed to the public; however, SWCD and NRCS staff are
working and are available by appointment. For an in-person meeting, we ask that you follow all Ohio
Department of Health, Center for Disease Control, and Fairfield County Health Department
recommendations and guidelines. Please call our office at 740-653-8154 to schedule with staff
members.




SUPERVISOR ELECTION INFO....CAST YOUR VOTE

The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission will cause an election of Supervisors of the Fairfield Soil
and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to be held in accordance with Chapter 940 of the Ohio Revised
Code. Individuals who own or occupy land within the Fairfield SWCD; own a corporation, partnership,
association, or other entity registered with the Ohio Secretary of State in Fairfield County; and are 18 years of
age or older may vote for supervisor.

There are three (3) ways an eligible voter can cast a ballot:

1. At the Fairfield SWCD office from August 28 until September 10 during normal business hours; or

2. At the “Drive-Thru” event, which will take place at the Fairfield County Ag Center on September 10 from
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.; or

3. Voting absentee from July 29 until September 10, by requesting the Ballot Application and Election Ballot
from the Fairfield SWCD office at 831 College Avenue, Suite B, Lancaster, OH 43130, by calling (740)
653-8154, or by emailing boardelection@fairfieldswcd.org. When submitting the Ballot Application and
the Election Ballot, submit both together in the official SWCD Election Ballot envelope provided.
Absentee ballots (mailed or delivered in-person) must be received by the Fairfield SWCD office by 4:30
p.m. on Thursday, September 10.
o Eligible voters must complete a Ballot Application in its entirety for validation. Information provided

will be used for the sole purpose of validating ballots.

Two Supervisors will be elected to a three-year term commencing January 1, 2021, and ending December 31,
2023. Nominees are: Jon Gerken, David Ochs and Gregg Pontius (see bios on next page).

GETTING FRISKY WITH CORN

Many would agree that one of the most pleasing sights that Fairfield County has to offer are the seas of green
presented by fields of growing corn. In mid-July, however, the careful observer will notice the emergence of
yellow plumes reaching for the sky from the very top of the plant. Known to most as corn tasseling, these
golden strands mark the commencement of corn reproduction. Each tassel houses a plethora of pollen grains,
between 14 million and 18 million, resembling a fine yellow powder that is easily dispersed by the wind.
These grains contain the male corn genes, half of what is needed for a new corn kernel.

Meanwhile, a few feet below await the female components needed for procreation. Hundreds of minuscule
flowers are aligned on tiny, sheathed cobs, jutting upwards towards their male counterparts. Each of these tiny
female flowers have the ability to develop into a kernel of corn...but only
if a grain of pollen can find its way to it! The process is further
complicated by the fact that these female flowers and their cobs are
enveloped by a husk and completely sheltered from the world, thus not
allowing the pollen to make direct contact. Instead, each female flower Pollen-producing
sends out a single, sticky strand of silk with the purpose of securing a tassels
floating grain of corn pollen. It’s no coincidence, that these silky strands ’
emerge on the very same day the tassel is set to release its powdery
pollen.

The story only gets stranger when a grain of pollen aligns with the tip of
a strand of silk. Once recognized, it tunnels its way down through the
thread to finally unite and fertilize the female flower. This entire process
can take several hours to complete, and upon achievement the silky
threads almost immediately begin to dry up. The small, underdeveloped
kernels you often find towards the end of an ear of corn resulted from
flowers that were unsuccessful in engaging male suitors to venture down
their tubes of silk, thus were not successfully pollinated.

., Silk leading to-
So, the next time you smell that wondrously bright, musky odor emerging female flowers

from a neighboring corn field, you’ll know that love is, indeed, in the air.




“ MEET THE CANDIDATES

JON GERKEN

Jon grew up on a farm in Northwest Ohio where he participated in 4-H and
FFA, with dairy and sheep projects. He graduated from The Ohio State
University with a B. S. in Agriculture, majoring in Agronomy. Jon worked for
the Natural Resources Conservation Service for 42 years, working in the Soil
Survey program.

Jon and his wife, Diane, have been Fairfield County residents for 41 years. They
have two grown sons, Mark and Matthew. They live on 13 acres in Greenfield
Township where Jon spends time planting trees, gardening and tending to their
pond.

Jon’s activities have included being active in their church, numerous

professional conservation and soil science organizations, OSU College of Food, Agricultural, and
Environmental Sciences, and School of Environment and Natural Resources Alumni Societies, serving on
Bloom Carroll Board of Education, and Board of Directors of the Columbus Federal Employees Credit
Union. Jon is a member of Farm Bureau and the American Legion.

DAVID OCHS

David is a graduate of Ohio University with a B.S. in Business Administration.
He worked for a large landscape company and managed a greenhouse. He
currently owns Orchard Gardens landscaping company and runs that in addition to
Ochs Fruit Farm. David is a 5th generation orchardist. He has been involved in
operating the family farm for most of his life and took over all operations in 2017.

David has been a Fairfield County resident for 45 years. He and his wife have
two children and two grandchildren. Together they share their passion for food,
flavor and plants with friends and customers.

GREGG PONTIUS

Gregg has been a lifelong resident of Fairfield County in Amanda Township where
he still resides with fiancé Marilyn Evans. He is a graduate of Amanda-Clearcreek
High School and The Ohio State University with a Bachelor’s degree from the Ag
School. Gregg is a military vet having served during 1971-1977. He has been a 4-
H advisory and a supporter of FFA and Young Farmers, and has been involved with
and participated in many programs directed by the SWCD.

Working in the ag industry and farming for over 50 years, Gregg has strong beliefs
in no-till cropping. Having done custom work for other farmers, he is open to ideas
in different ways to accomplish conservation.

Gregg is currently leasing his land to a first generation farmer.




H Old Rushville Road

ugus Rushville, OH 43150
) 740-536-9590

FI’UIt Fal'm HugusFruitFarm.com

Fresh from Our Orchard to Your Hands
In Season: Peaches -Plums -Pears - Apples - Cider

[ Consider us for all your agronomy needs!
From seed to fertilizer, chemistry to
custom application or precision needs.

COOPERATIVE '

www.sunriseco-op.com
Success grows here.

Millersport Agri Service

The Hoover Family
Agricultural Equipment » Grain Storage * Handling & Drying Systems
10221 Lancaster-Newark Road « Millersport, OH 43046
Phonel/Fax 740-467-2424 www.millersportagriservice.com

g ! “WE CRUSH IT...WE SELL IT” u

* Trucking * Topsoil

‘RecycetAggegates 6] 4-836-7200 * Custom Crusting

www. SealsColnc.com
www SealsColncnet 10283 Busey Rd. Canal Winchester, OH 43110 info@sealscoinc.com

2045 5t. Rt. 22 » Lancaster
740.653.2161 1,888,868.4677
Young Crop Insurance Agency, LLC

Alisha Hawkins and Joe Young, Agents
5385 Thornville Rd., NE, Rushville, Ohio 43150
Toll Free: 1-866-536-7425 Email: jyoung@youngcropins.com
Agent for all Crop and Livestock Insurance Products
WWW.youngcropinsuramnce.com

DITCH WORK  DRAINAGE

FREE ESTIMATES
2225 Old Logan Road
Lancaster, Ohio 43130

Cell: 740-503-4079

™ EXCA GRADING  WATERWAYS FARM
e PONDS
o /—-\%,.

MILLER DITCHING

5265 Richland Road, N.E.
740-468-3587

Pleasantville, Ohio 43148

C & C Farms and Excavating, Inc.
32091 Beechcamp Road ~ Logan, Ohio 43138
740-385-8395 ~ ccfarmsi@juno.com

SITE WORK ~ FARM DRAINAGE ~ WATERWAYS
PONDS and SPECIALIZED MOWING

It Pays to Plant Ruff’s Seeds
SEED CORN - GRASS SEED
SOYBEANS - OATS - WHEAT

RUFF’S SEED FARMS
Amanda, Ohio 43102 Phone 740-969-2600

LLC

! CARRIE LOTT

Ohjq ne
L e,
2130 W. FAIR AVENUE, LANCASTER ©gacy Land Tit

740.652.1701

Carrie Snoke Lott, Title Agent

FALER FEED STORE, INC.

Grass and Pasture Seed, Feed, Fertilizer, Lawn and Garden
Chemicals, Bulk Garden Seeds
4360 Cedar Hill Road {
1.‘[{]’10}10“5. Ohio 43136 See us on Facebook at Faler Feed 0 14—837—4494

We help rural residents build,
farms grow and businesses expand.

We give
FARMERS CREDIT.

Call (855) 838-9965 or
go to e-farmcredit.com

“farmcrepit

MID-AMERICA

7835 Lancaster Newark Rd.,
P.0. Box 68, Baltimore, OH 43105

PONDS & WATERWAYS - DITCH WORK

FENCE ROWS CLEARED —.‘
DITCHING MACHINE - FARM DRAINAGE :
WETLAND DEVELOPMENT

AULL EXCAVATING

LOGJAM REMOVAL 740-225-2501 TILE WORK
GRAVEL HAULING LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED LIME DELIVERY

CEDAR HILL BLANKETS

Distributor of Erosion Control Blankets
G-Pins - Installation Tools
Greg Waidelich 740-969-4295
1915 Cedar Hill Road Amanda, OH 43102

Agricultural Drainage Seeding Services
< Tile Installation (Trenching & Plowing) CRP + Commercial
Waterway Construction (Grading/Dirt Blowing) Residential ¢ Erosion Control
Circleville, Ohio
1-800-372-2438 740-412-6297
www.rufffarms.com mruff@rufffarms.com

Drainage and Seeding Division

Wa!nut Creek Seeds, LIC.

SIMPLE. SUSTAINABLE.

Carroll, OH 330-475-6352 www.WalnutCreekSeeds.com
Cover Crop Seeds for Soil Health and Profitability
Agriculture - Forages - Gardens - Custom Mixing - Seed Cleaning

Beveridgde
Trailers
& Trucks

4510 Westfall Road
Lancaster, Ohio 43130
740-969-2814

email: beveridgetrailers @ gmail.com

FAIRFIELD
NATIONAL
BANK

Pappy’s Feed Store
Livestock and domestic animal feed and supplies

Kalmbach, Tribute Feeds. LG Seed Dealer
701 N. Walnut St., Baltimore OH 740-400-4268




27TH AG EASEMENT SIGNED 2020 PLAT BOOKS AVAILABLE

In mid-March the Board of  The Fairfield SWCD is

Fairfield County Commissioners now selling the 2020 FAIRFIELD COUNTY, OHIO

closed their 27th Agricultural  Fairfield County Plat 2020 Plat Directory

Easement  with ' the  Ohio  Directory. They are $20 |, m /

Department of Agriculture-Clean  and are available at the ‘

Ohio Fund on the Tilley Farm in  Fairfield SWCD office. ‘ S
/

Hocking Township. Due to the Ag Center =

The farm has been in their family being cur.rently closed to | =L -' -

since 1828! The protection of this the public, please call Sl {"f[‘/
164.912 acre farm was the first in ~ 740-653-8154 when you K Ay

18 years closed without much “fanfare” due to the — arrve. They can ?ISO be 9 @
corona virus but we will celebrate their family’s ~ Purchased by mail with ..

commitment to agriculture for generations to come. an tadditional fee for
postage.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and martial or familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington D.C. 20250 or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment
opportunity employer.

DISTRICT SUPERVISORS DiSTRICT PERSONNEL NRCS PERSONNEL
Mark Boving Carrie Brown Dave Libben
Linda Claypool Nikki Drake Brice Shaw
Wendy LaRue Jonathan Ferbrache
Matt Reese Christina Holt
Tim White Chad Lucht

Tommy Springer

ia10ej949a1 pue pajakoal w,| 0‘
PPNl $58d — I USEAL ) U0Q 3SEAd gy

da1SaNOad ADIAYAS SSTIAAY

0€1€F HO "MALSVINYT ‘g ALINS FNNIAY DTT10D 1€8

GEZ "ON Hwiad
olyQ ‘Jejseoue]
aivd
abejsod 'S 'N ‘EO
"640 1j0Id-UON




