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74TH ANNUAL MEETING/BANQUET  

www.fairfieldswcd.org 

  When: Thursday, September 14, 2017 
 
 Where: Alley Park/Goslin Nature Education Center  

  2805 Old Logan Road SE, Lancaster 
   
   Time: 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
 
    Cost: $14 for adults, $7 for children 10 and under 
 
Agenda: 5:30 - 6 p.m. -- Board of Supervisors Election 

  6 - 7 p.m. -- Buffet meal of lasagna/stuffed pork chops, whipped   

   potatoes, green beans, tossed salad, fresh fruit, rolls with butter,  

   drinks and desserts 

  7 - 7:45 p.m. -- Mark Thomas, Photographer 

  7:45 - 8:30 p.m. -- Conservation awards and door prizes 
 
Speaker:   Mark Thomas 

Mark started his passion for exploring the underwater at an early age of 14.  The last four decades, he 

has been exploring cave systems from Florida to Mexico, shipwrecks in the Great Lakes, a sunken 

German U-Boat off the coast of North Carolina and plunging under Ohio ice over 300 times.  His 

camera has taken him to photo shoots with Discovery Channel, Learning  

Channel and National Geographic.  Mark is a self taught photographer with a  

passion to photograph what few people could imagine.  He will take you back  

to 1995 where he was involved in a scuba accident that nearly killed him and  

opened his eyes to a new world he had never seen before.  Mark would like to  

share with you the unseen world  

where many thought could  

never be photographed in Ohio. 
 

   
Please visit us October 8-14 at the 
Fairfield County Fair.  We will be 
located again this year in the 
AGmazing Agri-Center (Ed Sands 
Farm Bureau Building). 
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CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM WATERWAYS FUNDING CHANGES 
 

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) cost-shares on grassed waterways to minimize erosion, reduce sediment 

into bodies of water, and create wildlife habitat.  There have been recent changes in the funding procedure for 

waterways.  Previously, cost-share was immediately available when making a request; however, now funds are 

approved in batches, meaning projects cannot begin until funding has been appropriated.   
 
Current eligibility requirements are as follows: land needs cropping history four (4) years between 2008 and 2013, 

is not drawn out of farm reporting acreage on Farm Service Agency (FSA) map, must have been owned for more 

than a year, etc.  FSA will ultimately determine eligibility. 
 
Cost-share is 50% plus a 40% incentive payment on component flat rates.  Your contract will spell out the amount 

of cost-share available based on the waterway plan.  Participants receive 10 years of annual rental payments after 

construction is completed.   
 
If you are interested in a CRP grassed waterway, here are the steps to follow: 

¶ Contact FSA with location to determine eligibility for the water pattern(s) of concern.  If eligible, sign 

paperwork at the FSA office stating interest (good for 6 months). 

¶ FSA will bring your request to the Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) office for SWCD/Natural 

Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) staff to visit the site to verify erosion in the field.  If there is no erosion 

present, a waterway canôt move forward at this stage. 

¶ CRP is funded in batches.  FSA will notify you when cost-share is available for your project. 

¶ Once erosion is verified and funding is available, SWCD staff will survey and start design on the waterway.  (If 

you are not approved for funding, but still want to construct a waterway, SWCD can still design a plan.  Let 

SWCD know if you are interested.)   

¶ FSA will request an archeological study which takes 30 days.  Typically this involves looking at a map that 

shows historical archeological findings.  If the site is near such an area, it may need a visual, more detailed 

inspection.   

¶ Upon finishing the waterway design plan, SWCD will send two copies to the landowner to start the bid process 

if needed.  Additional copies may be purchased.  SWCD will give NRCS a list of components designed for the 

waterway so that NRCS can begin writing the conservation plan/contract.   

¶ NRCS will give FSA the written contract and conservation plan. 

¶ FSA will contact the landowner to schedule an appointment to have it signed. 

¶ Once the contract is signed, construction can begin.  SWCD can meet with the contractor/landowner to review 

the plan.   

¶ Contractor or landowner will need to contact SWCD a few days prior to construction to request layout.  SWCD 

will stake/flag what is needed. 

¶ SWCD will follow construction through and approve the waterway to be seeded when all specs have been met 

from the as-built.  After completion, the appropriate NRCS or SWCD engineer or technician will sign off on 

construction. 

¶ Landowner submits bills to FSA and signs request for payment. 

¶ FSA and SWCD review bills. 

¶ SWCD submits list of approved components installed to NRCS and FSA for final payment. 

¶ FSA makes payment. 

¶ Landowner maintains the waterway for the contracted life of 10 years with the potential to renew at expiration 

depending on program changes and the waterway condition. 

 

Seeding dates are March 15 to May 31 and August 1 to September 15.  If seeding is completed outside of these 

dates (unless there was an extension by USDA), payment will be held until the next seeding date opening.  If grass 

is established at that time, payment can be made.  If not, the waterway will need to be reseeded.   

 

Please contact the following agencies for more information: 

SWCD     (740) 653-8154   Amy Boyer or Nikki Drake 

NRCS      (740) 653-5320   Dave Libben or Brice Shaw 

FSA         (740) 653-4012   Michelle Smith or Tina Karr 



FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
 

 The Board of Fairfield County Commissioners closed another agricultural easement with the Ohio 

Department of Agriculture/Clean Ohio Fund and Berry Grain Farms LLC. The 80.15 acres in Walnut 

Township brings the total of protected farmland in the township to 1,440 acres. This easement represents a 

third generation of the same family choosing to protect our prime and locally unique soils for the future of 

agriculture.  

A LOOK BACKé.REFLECTIONS ON FLOODING SOLUTIONS 

 On September 14,1954, the community got their first aerial view of efforts to reduce flooding in Lancaster 

through an air tour of the Upper Hocking Watershed. Highlights of the air tours which launched from the 

Anchor Hocking Glass Corporations Airport (now the Fairfield County Airport) included the recent 

completion of the first two dams in the system (today includes 29 wet and dry dams), improvements in on-

farm conservation practices that all aid and protect the industrialized area of Lancaster (now a much larger 

retail and commercial corridor we 

know as the River Valley Mall and 

Ety Road). 
 
 The efforts of the community 

were an example to the rest of the 

United States and demonstrated a 

unified approach to flood control 

and conservation that serves us 

today. We encourage you to share 

with younger generations our 

communityôs story. A quick 

YouTube search for ñFrom the 

Ridge to the River: The Story of a 

Watershedò tells this amazing 

story. We must support our 

conservancy districts and remind 

residents we all have a role in 

flooding issues. 
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