
Final Regional Planning Stormwater Advisory and Educational Subcommittee Annual 
Meeting:  

Date:   November 7th, 2024 

Location: Fairfield County Records Center, 138 West Chestnut Street, Lancaster, Ohio  
  43130  

Attendance:  Jonathan Ferbrache (Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District), Molly 
Gilleland (Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District), Margaret Roberts 
(Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District), Lindel Jackson (Hunter’s 
Run Conservancy District), Don Rector (City of Pickerington), Chad Lucht 
(Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District and Violet Township), Brent 
Dennis (Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District), Lauren Vires 
(Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District), Wesley Sluga (Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency), Mitch Noland (Fairfield County 
Engineer’s Office), Josh Anders (Fairfield County Utilities), Jade Heizer (Ohio 
Division of Wildlife), Greg Butcher (City of Pickerington), Denise Crews (City 
of Lancaster), Austin Lynch (City of Canal Winchester), Dick Miller (City of 
Canal Winchester), Josh Hillberry (Fairfield County Regional Planning 
Commission), Holly Mattei (Fairfield County Regional Planning 
Commission), Nicholas Eastham (Fairfield County Regional Planning 
Commission), Kristy Hawthorne (Licking County Soil and Water 
Conservation District), Will Yaple (Violet Township)  

Via teleconference: Todd May (Fairfield County Engineer’s Office), Nathan 
Ralph (Franklin County Public Health), Nate Wagner (Walnut Township) 

*Fairfield County Health Department, Village of Lithopolis, and Liberty 
Township were not represented at this meeting*  

 

Meeting called to order at 2:32 pm by subcommittee chair, Lauren Vires. Lauren introduced 
the purpose of this meeting and gave a brief description of the voting process. 

 

Review of subcommittee voting rights:  

Violet Township- 2 members (Chad Lucht is their designee when one is not present)  

Liberty Township- 1 member  



City of Pickerington- 2 members 

City of Lancaster- 2 members  

Soil and Water Conservation District- 1 member 

County Utilities- 1 member  

County Engineer- 1 member  

Village of Lithopolis- 1 member  

City of Canal Winchester- 1 member 

Minutes from the meeting held on November 16th, 2023, were reviewed.  Molly Gilleland 
made a motion to approve the minutes. Josh Anders seconded. Vote was taken. All in favor. 
Motion passed. 

Lauren opened the floor to public comments. Kristy Hawthorne from Licking County SWCD 
talked about the work being done with benchmarking for the central Ohio water study 
under the Ohio EPA for the 15 counties in central Ohio. The study inventories surface and 
subsurface water sources for industrial utilization. The full report for the 15-county area is 
supposed to be finished by February of 2025. The individual report for Licking will be done 
next month. Kristy also noted that the South Licking Watershed Conservation District is 
working on a FEMA grant, which will use 2-D modeling and flood studies to determine and 
mitigate flooding in the area. The report for that study will be done in February of 2026. 

Wesley Sluga with Ohio EPA gave a presentation on grease disposal and salt storage best 
management practices for businesses and industrial facilities. The industrial (also known 
as multi-sector) general permit includes the best management practices for dumpster 
management, equipment storage, fueling stations, vehicle washing, permanent salt 
storage, temporary salt storage, post construction management, and dealing with FOGs 
(fats, oils, and greases). To keep FOGs out of stormwater systems, the Ohio EPA 
recommends using grease storage and recycling, alongside grease traps or interceptors. 
The six steps to clean up a grease spill are: identify the source, stop the spill, secure the 
perimeter to prevent spread, apply a grease absorbent, scoop or sweep up the absorbent, 
and dispose of the waste in a dumpster.  

Jonathan asked for examples of municipal authority to ensure alignment with the 
larger central Ohio community standards for responding to grease or salt spills. 
Wesley said the Ohio EPA recommends two ways to respond. Regulated MS4 
communities should follow IDDE protocols. Non-MS4 communities should work 
with the Health Department to eliminate the source of the pollutant. 



Don asked what kind of complaints the Ohio EPA is mostly responding to these 
days. Wesley said that they are typically neighbor disputes, which are addressed 
with an education standpoint. The Ohio EPA has also recently responded to 
complaints about summer food trucks, where the landowner and food truck 
owner have to work together to address the issue.  

Election of chair and vice chair for the upcoming year took place. 

Don Rector nominated Josh Anders to serve as chair but withdrew his nomination.  

Chad Lucht nominated Lauren Vires to serve as chair, which was seconded by 
Josh Anders. Lauren accepted the nomination. All in favor. Motion passes. 

Don Rector nominated Josh Anders for vice chair, which was seconded by Molly 
Gilleland. Josh accepted the nomination. All in favor. Motion passes.  

Lauren opened the floor for the roundtable discussion where everyone gave their updates 
from the last year. 

Nathan Ralph with Franklin County Public Health shared that 20 aeration treatment units in 
Pickerington are reviewed annually. Of those, 6 discharge to the MS4 community, with the 
rest going to watercourses or field tiles.  

Todd May with Fairfield County Engineer’s Office did not have any updates. 

Wesley Sluga with Ohio EPA did not have any updates.  

Denise Crews with the City of Lancaster asked if public comments are being taken 
by the Ohio EPA on stormwater regulations. Wesley asked for clarification if 
Denise was referring to the rule updates. Denise said yes. Wesley confirmed that 
public comments are being taken, but that there aren’t many changes to the 
stormwater rule package. This is the result of the US Census Bureau no longer 
breaking urban areas into urbanized areas and urban clusters. Because of this, the 
US EPA only uses urbanized areas and not urban clusters to determine the 
boundaries of MS4 communities. Additions may be made to these areas based on 
population density metrics. The change of rules is meant to reflect the change in 
language adopted by the US EPA and US Census Bureau and will not change the 
way programs are run.  

Chad Lucht asked when the letters for new MS4 communities will go out. Wesley 
responded that the Ohio EPA received the 2020 MS4 boundary updates from the 
US EPA, and there are about 16 new MS4 communities in the state.  Certain 
conditions, watershed and population, may allow communities to be eligible for a 



waiver. Letters to non-waiver eligible communities are to be sent out at the 
beginning of 2025. 

Chad Lucht with Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District had no updates. 

Will Yaple with Violet Township Road Department gave an update on the use of a new 1200 
ton salt barn that was installed last year. 

Mitch Noland with Fairfield County Engineer’s office talked about the stormwater and 
roadway design manuals that have been implemented in the last year. The office has also 
been working on their drainage maintenance districts by submitting questions to the Ohio 
Attorney General’s office, who has been getting back to them on working through the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

Jonathan Ferbrache with Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District asked 
Mitch to speak on the drainage project north of Buckeye Lake. Mitch said it is being 
handled by Eric and managed by MS Consultants.  

Denise Crews with the City of Lancaster said that Stephen is awaiting a letter from Ohio 
EPA on the results of his first stormwater audit and what future changes need to be made. 
The City of Lancaster is currently taking bids for a storm sewer that will separate the 
combined sewer on East Main Street. 

Josh Anders with Fairfield County Utilities noted that two houses were removed from septic 
systems and hooked up to sanitary sewer systems, with two more planned. 

Don Rector with the City of Pickerington talked about the effort put into the city’s GIS 
system with almost everything in the water/sewer/storm being in now under one platform. 
The system is beneficial in identifying the location of public and private infrastructure.  
Additionally, the City of Pickerington received a state award to improve banks and perform 
dredging in the Sycamore Creek Pond. City crews have been working on getting curb inlets 
and ditches open, cleaned, and inspected. 

Nicholas Eastham with Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission had no updates. 

Josh Hillberry with Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission had no updates. 

Holly Mattei with Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission noted that the model 
zoning code for townships and villages will come out at the RPC meeting on December 3rd. 
Two townships, two villages, and several others are moving forward to implement their 
codes or adopt a zoning code in the next year. Holly also said that Josh Hillberry has been 
updating subdivision regulations to reflect the new county manuals. There is a public 



hearing on those by the Fairfield County Regional Planning Commission and the Fairfield 
County Commissioners on December 3rd. 

Greg Butcher with the City of Pickerington said that the city’s zoning code will be updated 
to include stormwater.  

Dick Miller with the City of Canal Winchester said that it was the city’s 22nd year doing a 
stream macroinvertebrate count along Walnut Creek using kick nets, with four locations 
sampled. Low flows in the streams made it difficult to sample. Macroinvertebrate numbers 
were estimated to be down 90% but diversity was still there. Mean scores of the four 
samples were down an estimated 7-8% in diversity. No native clams have been found in the 
22 years of sampling.  

Dick asked for comments on the top pollutant in Walnut Creek relative to 
supporting life. Jonathan Ferbrache with Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation 
District said that, looking at aerial photography, sediment is a major concern.  
Internal channel movements are another constant contributor. Dick responded 
that they’ve seen large trees coming into the stream and that woody material is 
good for wildlife. Stream banks have always been under constant movement, so 
he is unsure if it affects stream health or solely inconveniences humans. 

Dick also talked about how the Ohio EPA did a test with water flea below the Canal 
Winchester wastewater plant and found that they could not live there. There is 
speculation that a force main from Lithopolis was broken (and has since been 
shut down) caused the problem. 

Austin Lynch with the City of Canal Winchester had no updates. 

Jade Heizer with Ohio Division of Wildlife said she gets a lot of questions related to the 
impact that solar panels may have on soil health, wildlife, and water runoff. Becky Crow is 
the wind and solar energy program administrator who can assist with questions on this 
topic. For solar field applications to the Ohio Power Siting Board, ODOW will highlight the 
species of concern for project areas above 50 megawatts (or approximately 800 acres) and 
makes recommendations.  (Please refer to Exhibit A for further details and contact 
information for Becky Crow) 

Brent Dennis with Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District had no updates. 

Lindy Jackson with Hunter’s Run Conservancy District reported that funding was approved 
so projects will continue. There are 28 dams in operation, with 8 being major water control 
and the rest being sediment controls. In partnership with Jonathan Ferbrache and Fairfield 



Soil and Water Conservation District, all but one of the Emergency Action Plans have been 
submitted and approved. One exception was caused by a recent reclassification.  

Dick Miller with City of Canal Winchester asked the location of HRCD. Lindy said 
it’s at the Upper Hocking, including everything south of Lancaster to the 
confluence. Hunter’s Run Conservation District is about 49 square miles in area.  

Jonathan Ferbrache with Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District requested from 
Wesley Sluga with Ohio EPA that cradle to grave guidance be given for construction site 
materials. Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District has received multiple calls over 
the last year asking where the excess material from a construction site may be going to or 
coming from. Any updates, a topic revisit, or a quick reference document would be 
beneficial. Jonathan extended applause to City of Pickerington for their Conservation 
Partner of the Year award for their multiple years of litter pickup events and to Will Yaple for 
using proper stabilization during ditch maintenance in an MS4 community.  

Jonathan Ferbrache spoke on behalf of Buckeye Lake for Tomorrow and reported that 
Buckeye Lake had its first year without an algal bloom warning or beaches being shut down 
because of them. Kristy Hawthorne with Licking County Soil and Water Conservation 
District added that Buckeye Lake Region Corporation is paying for an AmeriCorps member 
to serve as a dedicated person to oversee the testing protocol and sort through data 
through October of 2025. Jonathan reported that the United States Geological Service had 
communication challenges with the LoCAS USGS stream gage that is placed along 
Sycamore Creek at the bridge on route 256. It is to be assessed in the next year whether the 
gage will continue to be used to understand flash flooding concerns and rain data in the 
area.   

Molly Gilleland with Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District conducted illicit 
discharge (IDDE) sampling in Fairfield County, Violet Township, and the City of Pickerington 
at approximately 75 locations. None reported illicit discharge.  

Margaret Roberts with Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District had no updates.  

Lauren Vires with Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District reported that she reached 
over 1,000 7th grade students between Bloom Carroll Middle School and the Pickerington 
junior high schools, where she talked about water quality and conservation. Lauren also 
partnered with Pickerington AP Environmental Sciences classes to complete stream 
quality monitoring surveys in Coyote Run, which found an excellent rating. Lauren also 
attended a community qualitative habitat evaluation index (CQHEI) training that she hopes 
to use for future surveying.  



Dick Miller with City of Canal Winchester updated that the south fork of George Creek 
online maps were changed to Pickering Creek.  

Denise Crews motioned to adjourn the meeting at 3:34pm. Greg Butcher seconded. All in 
favor. The meeting was adjourned.  

 

Discussed links and publications. 

Central Ohio Regional Water Resources Planning: https://www.morpc.org/programs-
services/central-ohio-water-resources-planning/  

Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Guidance for Proposed Solar Energy 
Facilities in Ohio: https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/ohiodnr.gov/documents/real-
estate/ODNR-Guidance_for_ProposedSolarEnergyFacilities_in_Ohio.pdf  

Fairfield County State Listed Animal Species: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/ohiodnr.gov/documents/wildlife/state-listed-
species/fairfield.pdf  

Ohio Power Siting Board: https://opsb.ohio.gov/  
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