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The Fairfield SWCD 82nd annual meeting was held on September 11, 2025, at the 
Millersport Lions Clubhouse. The evening started off with a Board of Supervisors election. 
Jonathan Boving was elected to serve a three-year term beginning January 1, 2026. J-me 
Bogden of the Buckeye Lake Historical Society gave a presentation on the history of 
Buckeye Lake.  

82  A  M  H 

The 2024 Cooperator of the Year Award was awarded 
to Mark Peters who was unable to attend. Tim Schaffer 
was presented with the 2024 Conservation Partner of the 
Year Award. The 2024 Conservation Educator of the 
Year Award was given to Barb Huber of Saint 
Bernadette Catholic School.  
 
Congratulations to all of our award winners! 

Lauren Vires, FSWCD Education/ 
Wildlife Specialist & Barb Huber 

Tim Schaffer & Jonathan Ferbrache, 
FSWCD Senior Resource Specialist 
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On January 8, 2026, the Fairfield SWCD Board of 
Supervisors selected the following officers for 
2026: Doug Tenney - Chair, Gregg Pontius - Vice-
Chair, Jonathan Boving - Secretary, Cheyenne Erb 
- Treasurer/Fiscal Agent and Linda Claypool - 
Member. 
 
The regular monthly Board meetings will be held 
on the second Thursday of each month at 9 a.m. at 
the Fairfield County Ag Center.  Anyone is 
welcome to attend the meetings.  Please contact our 
office for information on any changes to the 
schedule or to speak at the meetings. 

Newly elected Board member Jonathan Boving 
(left) was sworn in by Ohio Representative Kevin 
Miller prior to the January 8, 2026, SWCD Board 
meeting. He began his first 3-year term on 
January 1. 

S  S  I 

H   O  G   O  W ? 
 

The ODNR Orphan Well Program was established in 
1977 to plug abandoned oil and natural gas wells. Ohioôs 
program is recognized as one of the most well-funded and 
organized in the nation. Proper plugging of orphan wells 
is necessary to protect public health and safety, conserve 
natural resources, and allow the efficient development of 
Ohioôs oil and gas resources.  
 
General questions or to report an orphan well, call 330-
308-0007 or email OrphanWellProgram@dnr.ohio.gov. 

W      !   
 
Did you know that storm water pollution can 
have a big impact on the health of our 
creeks, streams, and rivers? As storm water 
runoff from rain and snowmelt begins to 
flow, it picks up pollutants along the way. 
Runoff carries these pollutants to storm 
drains or ditches and eventually ends up in 
our local waterways.   
 
Scan the QR code or visit our website at 
www.fairfieldswcd.org to take the survey 
and share your opinions and concerns 
regarding storm water pollution within your 
community. Your feedback will help guide 
us in the protection of Fairfield County's 
water resources.  

W  H  I  (WHI) 
 
WHI is a new conservation program giving 
eligible Ohio landowners the opportunity 
to improve their land and support wildlife. 
This program is designed to promote 
native grassland and upland habitat 
restoration efforts for grassland birds, 
pollinators, and other native wildlife. To 
qualify for WHI, participants must be eligible for USDA 
farm programs and have a current farm record and valid 
farm number with the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 
Program sign-up is continuous year-round. Contracts will 
be administered by the National Bobwhite & Grassland 
Initiative Foundation (NBGIF), with terms ranging from 1 
to 4 years. Contract signing and management are 
exclusively digital to streamline the process for both the 
landowner and technical assistance staff. 
 
Contact our Wildlife/Education Specialist, Lauren Vires, at 
740-415-3905 or lauren.vires@fairfieldswcd.org to 
explore options. Check out the WHI Fact Sheet for more 
information: https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/
ohiodnr.gov/documents/wildlife/wildlife-management/
Ohio_WHI_Fact_Sheet_Final.pdf 
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Orders are processed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Orders with cash/
check must be received by Friday, 
March 6, 2026. Online order deadline 
is Thursday, March 19, 2026. 





 

Did you know thaté. 
�x�� One heaping coffee mug can cover 250 square feet or 10 
sidewalk squares. 

�x�� Remember to shovel first, salt needs room to work so more is not 
better! 

�x�� If you realize you put too much salt down or have some left over 
salt, sweep it up and use it again! 

�x�� Salt eventually ends up in our streams, creeks, and ponds. The 
rising salinity can greatly harm the habitat and creatures living in 
the water. 

Letôs all salt less and more mindfully! 
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